Regional Rural Development Centers

CLIMATE CHANGE

The Regional Rural Development Centers (RRDCs) are a trusted source of economic and
community development data, decision tools, education, and guidance for the nation’s rural
communities. The Centers link research with Extension/outreach in the areas of rural economic
development, forming a one-stop-shop connection to the nationwide network of Land-Grant
college and university researchers, educators, and practitioners.

MORE AND BETTER

MARKETS

e The RRDCs’ work intersects with the USDA priority areas in the following ways: e

FOOD AND NUTRITION
SECURITY

EQUITY, ACCESS, AND
OPPORTUNTIES

The RRDCs are uniquely positioned
to connect and support multi-
state groups such as the National
Extension Climate Initiative and
the Rural Population Research
Network. Through this work, the
RRDCs harness the capacity of

the Land Grant’s Cooperative
Extension Service to address

issues of climate change and
sustainability and to reach rural
audiences who have a long history
of partnering with Extension.
Discover how the RRDCs are
connecting and supporting a rural
response to climate change.

By leading and facilitating research
and Extension collaborations in
agritourism, outdoor recreation,
rural innovation, local and regional
food systems, rural workforce
development, shocks to the supply
chain, and broadband access

and adoption, the RRDCs are
expanding opportunities for rural
entrepreneurs, and contributing to
the resilience of existing businesses,
not only for farmers and producers,
but also for the rural communities
whose economic health is critical to
a strong agricultural sector.

* Dig Deeper °
Through an intensive stakeholder-engagement process conducted in 2021-2022, the RRDCs identified the investments seen as the most

critical for U.S. rural communities to build capacity and improve quality of life. Learn more about these findings, which are informing the
work of each of the RRDCs and have been shared with federal partners.

RRDC-led research is exploring
various dimensions of how the
food system is changing over

time and is affected by external
disruptions such as a pandemic,
how households are responding,
and how local and regional food
systems can enhance nutrition
security. RRDCs also support
regional multi-state groups working
to ensure a safe, healthy, and
affordable food supply that is
accessible to all consumers. Explore
the high-impact programming
conducted in this area.

Working collaboratively with
1862, 1890, and 1994 Land-
Grant Universities, the RRDCs
have conducted train-the-trainer
workshops to promote community
dialogue around racial issues;
advanced research, Extension and
outreach related to broadband
use and business development

in rural and tribal areas; and
provide professional development
and networking opportunities to
promote digital inclusion and
equity nationwide. Learn more
about the RRDCs' work to center
equity, access, and opportunities.

The Regional Rural Development Centers (RRDC) are regionally focused centers funded by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) to strengthen the capacity of local citizens to guide the
future of their rural communities. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the USDA.
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